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CURRENT NOTES ON ART SALES 

The sale of the Matthiessen collection in the Fifth Avenue Art 
Galleries, New York, came to an end after six days of spirited bid- 
ding and high prices. The total realized was $101,349.60. Jacques 
Seligman paid $5,000 for a Louis XV. drawing-room suite of nine 
pieces. A mosaic, " Flirtation,' ' by A. Sandrini, after the painting 
by F. Vinea, went to C. E. Clark, for $405. Mrs. Adolph Schmidt 
gave $775 for a seventeenth-century Flemish tapestry; $620 for 
another representing "The Dinner-Horn," and $425 for an Aubusson 
tapestry panel of flowers and fruit. A First Empire Hall clock, 
mahogany case, with gilt-bronze mounts, playing three tunes (Bofen- 
schen, Paris) given by Napoleon I. to his sister the Queen of Naples, 
started at $200 and was bid in at $300 by G. Blumenthal. Two 
ivory miniatures brought the top prices in this section. They went 
to Mr. Stafford and Mr. McCormick at $200 and $225 each. Mr. 
Stafford also bought a mosaic of an interior of St. Peter's at Rome, 
made in the ateliers of the Vatican. L. A. Lanther secured two 
choice pieces of lapis-lazuli, one a miniature frame of covered ivory 
and lapis-lazuli for $360, and the other, a lapis-lazuli and enameled 
and jeweled silver gilt salver at $830. A bronze clock, a replica of 
one made for the Emperor Francis Joseph of Austria, was bid in by 
Mrs. Albert Bierstadt for $710. Jacques Seligman bought a Renais- 
sance Flemish tapestry with emblematic figures for $1,425; a large 
verdure tapestry for $2,100; three Louis XVI. shaped doorway 
tapestries for $650 apiece. S. Chait paid $800 for a Louis XVI. 
ivory table with finely chiseled bronze mounts, from the Alphonse 
de Rothschild collection,, for which Mr. Matthiessen is said to have 
paid $5,000. The prize piece of the Matthiessen collection, an 
antique Limoges enamel plaque, was purchased by Duveen Bros, at the 
sale during one of the most spirited sessions for $7,500. Another bit 
of Limoges enamel, a tiny memorandum tablet case mounted in gold 
and set with diamonds, sold to Jacques Seligman for $3,000. Deal- 
ers secured most of the best pieces. The First Empire furniture and 
china commanded high figures, a commode selling for $1,600, a 
banquet service for $650, and a white and gold Sevres dinner service 
with the Napoleon crest, the gift of Napoleon to his sister, Pauline 
Borghese, brought $325. A bronze group, the only replica of the 
"Huntsman and Dogs," by P. J. Mene, in the Louvre, was bid up 
to $575. Mrs. Ryerson paid $700 for eight chairs of mahogany 
upholstered in Gobelin tapestry. Other furniture sold as follows: A 
sofa, armchair, and side chair in Bellville tapestry, Louis XV., $505 ; 
a rosewood and mahogany commode of the same period, $405 ; a 

366 



CURRENT NOTES ON ART SALES 



367 



Louis XV. desk $250; a Louis XVI. cabinet, with Vernis Martin 
panels; $325; and two divans of the same period, $380. Two Louis 
XV. clocks were sold. One from Versailles brought $650, the other 
$225. One of the small bits of antique ivory carving, an equestrian 
figure in ivory and silver, jeweled, brought $400. Two large com- 
panion vases in soft paste Sevres, signed "E. Siefferd," sold for $1,020. 
Another signed < 'A. Fangerm" brought $780. H. Pennington bought 
a Royal Vienna vase 
signed "O. Swier- 
zina," for $700. Mac- 
cari's cartoon of the 
frescoes for the Senate 
House of Rome were 
sold at low prices. 
They were as follows: 
" Regulus Taking 
Leave of Rome, "$250; 
"Cicero Denouncing 
Cataline,"$no;"The 
Blind Censor," $200; 
"Carus Dentatus in his 
Cell," $70; and "De- 
fiance of Papirus, " 
$105. James McCor- 
mick of Brooklyn was 
the purchaser. Four 
smaller panels by the 
same artist brought 
$40, $2 1, $35, and $56, 
respectively. These 
cartoons were sold as a 
part of the collection 
of etchings, engrav- 
ings, and water-colors. 
The highest price 
reached for prints was for Jacquet's etching of Meissonier's "Fried- 
land," Arthur Tooth & Son paying $5 50 for it. C. W. Kraushaar paid 
$105 for the "Parting Day," an etching after Leader; the same sum 
was paid for the etching, "Noonday Rest," after Jules Breton, and 
J. R. Davis gave $115 for one of Haig's etchings. A crayon drawing 
of Bismarck by F. von Lenbach brought $90. 

& The sale of the pastels, water-colors, and oils of the late J. Wells 
Champney realized $23,632.50. The following is a list of paintings 
sold, purchasers, and prices realized: Original Pastels — "Lucile, " 
R. H. Halstead, $105; "Beatrix," Mrs. George E. Dodge, $165; 
"The Toreador's Daughter," E. C. Converse, $205; "Pearls and 
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Lillies," R. H. Ingersoll, $145; "The Antiquary's Daughter/' Mrs. 
George E. Dodge, $180; " Hesitation," Delmonico Gallery, $180; 
"Hours of Idleness," Andrew W. Rose, $100; "In Pensive Thought," 
W. Evarts Benjamin, $170; "Phcebe," Mrs. C. L. Hackstaff, I200; 
"Regret," E. L. Saird, $210; "A Gypsy," Ingersoll, $105; "Gloria 
in Excelsis Deo," E. C. Converse, $100; "Sad Memories," Gail B. 

Munsil, $1,000; "La 
Marquise," H. L. Sat - 
terlee, $175. Copies 
in pastel — ' ' Portrait 
of Mr. Angerstein, 
After Sir Thomas 
Lawrence," Charles 
Pfizer, $110; "Robin- 
etta," Richmond by 
order, $120; "The 
Countess of Gram- 
mont, After Sir Peter 
Lely," Eugene Aen- 
stein, $200; "The In- 
fant Samuel, After Sir 
Joshua Reynolds," 
Franks, $130; "Miss 
Baillie," Richmond 
on order, $130; "Ma- 
donna and Child 
After Botticelli,' 
Kurdler Co., $180 
"Madonna and Child 
After Picture Attrib- 
uted to Raphael,' 
Knoedler&Co.,$i8o 
"Portrait of Hen- 
drickji Stoffens, After 
Rembrandt," Knoed- 
ler & Co., $200; 
"Portrait of Himself, by Anthony Van Dyck, $300. 
S> Some remarkable prices were realized in London recently during 
the course of a sale of old English plate. A set of six Charles I.'s 
apostle spoons went for £280 ($1,400), and another similar set brought 
£156 ($750). A Queen Anne large two-handled cup, or porringer, 
dated 1703 sold for £140 ($700), being at the rate of 120 shillings 
($30) an ounce. Then there was a Charles II. tankard, dated 1683, 
which went for £243 ($1,215), being at the rate of 145 shillings ($36) 
an ounce, and a Charles II. plain tankard sold for £130 ($650), or 
100 shillings ($25) an ounce. 
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